Unemployment Claimant Count Update – September 2016
This note relates to the revised ONS claimant count data for September 2016 released on the 16th of November 2016. Claimant count data now includes both Job Seeker’s Allowance claimants and Universal Credit claimants not in employment. Since the inclusion of Universal Credit in the figures, ONS now revise the previous month’s figures with each new monthly data release. To remove the impact of these monthly revisions, this report primarily uses the latest revised figures and does not report on the latest provisional ones. This makes the report less timely, but the changes contained in it are more accurate. In addition, this report includes recent ONS revisions to the claimant count back to December 2014. These revisions have had no impact in Nottingham but there have been increases in the national data.
Figures for September 2016 in Table 1 show 6,915 claimants in Nottingham, a fall of 110 claimants in the last month. This includes 1,130 Universal Credit claimants. Nottingham saw a small decrease in claimants in September and at a faster rate than nationally. Over the last year, unemployment in the City has fallen at a faster rate than the regional average while unemployment has increased by 1.0% in England.
Table 1: Unemployment and change, September 2016
	Area
	September 2016
	Change in last month
	Change in last year

	 
	Number
	rate
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Nottingham City
	6,915
	3.1
	-110
	-1.6
	-595
	-7.9

	Greater Nottingham
	10,035
	2.2
	-135
	-1.3
	-615
	-5.8

	Notts (exc City)
	7,560
	1.5
	-115
	-1.5
	-475
	-5.9

	East Midlands
	44,180
	1.5
	-965
	-2.1
	-2,895
	-6.1

	England
	614,530
	1.8
	-1,495
	-0.2
	5,945
	1.0


Source: ONS Claimant Count, September 2016
Chart 1: Nottingham and England claimant count rates (September 2013- September 2016) 
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Source: ONS Claimant Count, September 2016
Chart 1 shows the change in unemployment over the last three years. The national unemployment rate has been relatively stable at around 1.8% since May 2015. Over the same period, Nottingham’s rate has fallen from 3.6% to 3.1%, meaning the gap between the local and national unemployment rates has fallen to 1.3 percentage points.
Seasonally adjusted figures for the East Midlands however show an increase in claimants over the last six months and national figures show an increase in every month since February 2016. This means the increase was larger than would normally be expected if seasonal factors were the only influence. Nationally, the seasonally adjusted figures are at their highest level since March 2015.

Table 2 Change in Core City unemployment 
	Area
	Local Authority boundary
	Primary Urban Area

	 
	number
	rate
	Monthly change
	Annual change
	rate 
	Monthly change
	Annual change

	Nottingham City
	6,915
	3.1
	-1.6
	-7.9
	2.2
	-1.3
	-5.8

	Birmingham
	31,265
	4.4
	0.3
	6.1
	3.7
	0.0
	7.4

	Bristol
	5,205
	1.7
	0.3
	-3.0
	1.4
	-0.4
	-2.0

	Leeds
	11,400
	2.2
	-0.1
	-7.0
	2.2
	-0.1
	-7.0

	Liverpool
	10,945
	3.3
	0.2
	-6.0
	3.2
	-0.1
	-8.0

	Manchester
	10,655
	2.8
	0.5
	5.2
	2.5
	0.0
	4.0

	Newcastle-upon-Tyne
	5,360
	2.7
	1.8
	7.4
	2.9
	-0.1
	6.0

	Sheffield
	9,425
	2.5
	0.3
	-1.3
	2.6
	0.1
	-1.8


Source: ONS Claimant Count, September 2016
Primary Urban Areas are taken from the 2006 State of the Cities report and give an approximation of the full economic extent of the cities. For Nottingham it is defined as the City, Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe and the Hucknall part of Ashfield district. 
Table 2 shows the change in unemployment in the eight Core Cities and their wider Primary Urban Areas. Nottingham has seen the largest monthly and annual falls in unemployment. Six of the Core Cities saw increases in claimant numbers in the last month and three have seen annual increases. Changes in Greater Nottingham have been slower than in the City, but only Bristol’s Primary Urban Area has a lower claimant rate.
Age and Sex
Unemployment fell for all age groups in the last year except for the over 60s. Despite seeing a large annual fall in claimants, the number of claimants aged 24 or under has however risen for the third consecutive month and is 100 claimants higher than in June 2016. Most of this increase has been in female claimants. This increase may be partially linked to the end of the academic year and the subsequent influx of younger people in to the labour market.

The increase in claimants aged 60 and over seems to be part of a national trend. It can partially be explained by increases in the retirement age for women, but both locally and nationally there have also been increases in male claimants aged 60 and over at similar rates to the increase in female claimants.
Unemployment fell for both men and women in the last year. Female unemployment rates fell more quickly in the last year and are lower than male rates (2.1% compared to 4.1% for men). However, the falls in claimants in the last two months have been solely driven by a fall in male claimants while the number of female claimants has been relatively stable.
Duration of unemployment 
Data on the duration of claims is no longer available due to the inclusion of Universal Credit in the claimant count figures. ONS have advised that reliable figures on the duration of unemployment are unlikely to be available until all benefit claimants have been migrated on to the new Universal Credit system. This is currently scheduled to be completed in 2022.
Ward and Locality unemployment
Table 3 shows there were small falls in 13 wards in the last month with a further five wards unchanged. The only increases, of five claimants each were in Clifton South and Dunkirk and Lenton wards. The annual change figures show falls in 16 wards with the largest fall of 90 claimants in St Ann’s ward. Only Radford and Park ward saw an annual increase of more than 10 claimants. 
Comparison to figures from September 2007
, before the recession, shows 19 wards (those highlighted in blue) now have claimant rates at or below their pre-recession level. Only Berridge ward is now above its pre-recession level.
Table 3: Unemployment in City wards, September 2016
	Area
	September 2016
	Change in last month
	Change in last year

	 
	Number
	Rate
	City Rank
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Arboretum
	460
	3.9
	=6
	-10
	-2.1
	-50
	-9.8

	Aspley
	595
	5.6
	1
	-5
	-0.8
	-25
	-4.0

	Basford
	355
	3.3
	9
	-10
	-2.7
	-10
	-2.7

	Berridge
	585
	4.3
	4
	0
	0.0
	-10
	-1.7

	Bestwood
	480
	4.5
	3
	-15
	-3.0
	-80
	-14.3

	Bilborough
	395
	3.9
	=6
	-5
	-1.3
	-35
	-8.1

	Bridge
	315
	2.6
	13
	0
	0.0
	-70
	-18.2

	Bulwell
	500
	5.0
	2
	-5
	-1.0
	-60
	-10.7

	Bulwell Forest
	215
	2.5
	=14
	-10
	-4.4
	-25
	-10.4

	Clifton North
	215
	2.3
	17
	0
	0.0
	0
	0.0

	Clifton South
	245
	3.0
	10
	5
	2.1
	-35
	-12.5

	Dales
	400
	3.7
	8
	0
	0.0
	-40
	-9.1

	Dunkirk and Lenton
	105
	1.0
	19
	5
	5.0
	-10
	-8.7

	Leen Valley
	180
	2.7
	12
	-5
	-2.7
	5
	2.9

	Mapperley
	315
	2.9
	11
	-5
	-1.6
	-80
	-20.3

	Radford and Park
	485
	2.5
	=14
	-10
	-2.0
	30
	6.6

	Sherwood
	260
	2.5
	=14
	-15
	-5.5
	-10
	-3.7

	St Ann's
	625
	4.2
	5
	-20
	-3.1
	-90
	-12.6

	Wollaton East and Lenton Abbey
	70
	0.8
	20
	0
	0.0
	-10
	-12.5

	Wollaton West
	115
	1.3
	18
	-5
	-4.2
	10
	9.5


Source: ONS Claimant Count, September 2016. Ward unemployment rates have been recalculated based on the 2013 Mid year estimates and may not be consistent with rates in earlier reports. Wards in blue have a claimant rate equal to or lower than their rate in September 2007.
Table 4 shows the figures for the three localities in the City. Unemployment fell in all Localities in the last year and in the last month. The South locality saw the largest fall of 315 claimants.
Table 4: Unemployment in City Localities, September 2016
	Area
	September 2016
	Change in last month
	Change in last year

	 
	Number
	Rate
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Central Locality
	2,080
	2.5
	-35
	-1.7
	-50
	-2.3

	North Locality
	2,720
	4.0
	-55
	-2.0
	-230
	-7.8

	South Locality
	2,115
	3.2
	-20
	-0.9
	-315
	-13.0


Source: ONS Claimant Count, September 2016 (aggregated from LSOA figures). Locality unemployment rates have been recalculated based on the 2013 Mid year estimates and may not be consistent with rates in earlier reports.
Report produced by: Geoff Oxendale, Information and Research Officer, Nottingham City Council. Tel: 0115 8763978.
� 2007 ward rates recalculated to use revised mid year estimates for 2007 (2013 revision)





