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Census 2011 – Students
This paper is part of a series looking at the Detailed Characteristics data from the 2011 Census. Students form a significant proportion of the City’s population and one that has grown considerably since the last Census. As it is not possible to solely identify university students in the Census, the figures quoted are for people aged 16 or over in full time education unless otherwise stated. Where possible, the results of the 2011 Census will be compared to the 2001 Census to look at important changes in Nottingham City.

The report is intended to give an overview of the data in the Census and does not claim to be exhaustive such is the amount of data released by the Census. Also, this report focuses on the area covered by Nottingham City Council, but the data is available for all parts of England and Wales, including, from late summer, small areas such as ward and local communities. If you require more detail on a particular topic or geographical area or have an area of interest which is not covered in this paper, please contact us (details are provided at the end of the report).

Overview

There are 52,500 students aged 16-74 living in Nottingham City, 17.2% of the population. 51,700 people are full time students. A further 3,100 full time students are classed as short term residents as they intend to stay in the UK for less than 12 months. Relatively little information is available on short term residents so they are omitted from the following figures unless stated.
45,900 (15.0%) are full time students aged 18-74, and figures provided to the City Council by the two universities suggest that there are around 43,000 university students living in Nottingham City. The student population of the City has increased considerably since 2001 by 20,400 people, with the majority of these people being new students at the universities. Students are heavily concentrated in a few wards. They make up 62.5% of residents in Dunkirk and Lenton ward, 59.6% in Wollaton East and Lenton Abbey, 47.1% in Radford and Park ward and 41.0% in Arboretum. By contrast, 12 of the 20 City wards have percentages of students of between 4% and 9%. See Appendix 1.

Accommodation and tenure
Figures for the 51,700 full time students show that more than 20,000 students live in all student households. 75.9% of students in these households are aged 20-24. A further 2,400 students live alone although this group is split more evenly between the 20-24 and 25 and over age groups. 13,100 people live in communal establishments such as halls of residence with 54.7% of communal establishment residents being aged 16-19 and 41.1% aged 20-24. The relatively high proportion of 20-24 year olds in these establishments shows there are increasing numbers of older students choosing to live in communal establishments after their first year, although this number may be boosted by the increase in overseas students who tend to be channelled towards university accommodation.
9,900 full time students live with their parents. The majority of these people are likely to be non university students, but the data isn’t available to split this group. However, 83.2% of these students are aged 16-19 which suggests many, but not all of these people study at a local college rather than one of the universities. 
This leaves 2,300 students living in a one family household i.e. living with their non student spouse, partner and/or child. 77.1% of the students in these households are aged 25 or over. The remaining 3,900 students live in other households which contain at least one non student. Just over a half of students in these households were aged 20-24 and 34.5% were aged 25 or over.

Tenure figures are only available for the 9,100 households which are solely occupied by students (4,800 households) and households headed by a full time student (4,300). 
Charts 1 and 2: Tenure of student households
:
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Charts 1 and 2 show that more than 92% of households comprised solely of students are rented from the private sector, with smaller proportions living in properties rented from Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) or in properties they own. Renting from the private sector (60.8%) is still the main source of accommodation for other student headed households, the other housing sectors were much more important for this group. 14.7% live in Local Authority housing, 13.0% in RSL’s and 11.5% own their accommodation. This suggests that the student headed households which are not solely made up of full time students are more likely to be older people returning to education.
Just under half of the all student households in the City have access to at least one car or van.

Economic Activity

Of the 52,500 students in Nottingham City, 19.8% were also working while studying full time. Most working students were working part time, but 3.1% of full time students were also working more than 30 hours a week. A further 8.3% were studying full time but actively searching for a job, leaving 72.0% who were economically inactive. The number of full time students in the City who are either working or looking for a job has increased by 87.6% since the 2001 Census.
Ethnicity and Country of Birth
The student population is more diverse than for the City as a whole with 44.6% of students from non ‘White: British’ ethnic groups compared to 28.5% of the non-student population aged over 16. Three groups in particular, ‘Asian: Chinese’, ‘Arab’ and ‘Asian: Indian’ are significantly overrepresented in the student population making up 16.1% of students compared to just 3.7% of non-students.
A similar pattern can be seen when looking at students’ country of birth. Around three in ten students were born outside the UK compared to just two in ten of other over 16s. Relatively high proportions of the student population were born in the Middle East or Eastern Asia, suggesting that many students in the Chinese and Arab ethnic groups were born outside the UK. The proportion of students born in Southern Asia was much lower with in turn suggests most of the students in the Indian ethnic group are UK born.
Summary of Nottingham students
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Contact details

For further enquiries about this report or other Census topics, please see our Census Pages on Nottingham Insight or contact Geoff Oxendale.

Email: 
geoff.oxendale@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Phone:
0115 8763978

http://www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk/insight/key-datasets/census-2011.aspx
\Appendix 1: Map of student concentrations by Output Area.
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� HRP refers to the Household Reference Person. This is allocated to a member of each household based on an economic hierarchy in the order: full time job; student working full time; part time job; student working full time; unemployed; unemployed student; retired; other economically inactive.





