Census 2011 – Small Area Boundary Changes in Nottingham
For the 2001 Census, ONS created a new geographical area called Output Areas in order to provide Census data for small areas. These areas were automatically generated and were intended to each include around 125 households of similar tenure with the areas constrained to ward boundaries. This meant that a consistently sized geography was available to better allow comparisons across the country. 

Output Areas were also grouped into Lower Super Output Areas, which were again constrained to ward boundaries and had a threshold of around 600-700 households. These LSOAs allow data to be released below ward level but are sufficiently large to avoid disclosure of information about individuals. LSOAs have become the standard geography for producing statistics and analysis for small areas. 
In the lead up to the 2011 Census, ONS held a consultation on the geographical areas for which Census data would be produced. The majority response was that, as far as possible, the existing OA and LSOA boundaries should be preserved in order to maintain a degree of consistency over time. However, it was acknowledged that the number of households had not remained static in the last ten years and, as such, some new OAs and LSOAs would need to be created to ensure that they still fell within the thresholds established in 2001. To retain a degree of consistency with the 2001 data, these new areas would be created by either splitting or merging existing areas. 

ONS also consulted on OAs and LSOAs where the automated process had produced areas which local users considered to be problematic. These areas were then assessed and a small number were changed. Finally, in some areas of large development, a combination of splits and redrawing boundaries was necessary. In both of these cases, it may not be possible to compare 2001 data to 2011 as the 2001 areas cannot now be recreated.
This note shows the impacts the changes have had on the geographical boundaries within Nottingham City and highlights and explains the main areas of change.

Output Area changes

In 2001 there were 929 Output Areas in Nottingham. Of these, 881 were unchanged in 2011; 12 OAs were merged to form 6 new OAs; 33 were split to form 93 new OAs and; 3 were split and reorganised into 16 new OAs. This means there are now 115 new Output Areas in Nottingham and a net increase of 67 giving 996 Output Areas within the City.
Figure 1: New Output Areas in Nottingham and reasons for change.
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The merged Output Areas in Figure 1 are in areas which are currently being redeveloped such as the Stonebridge Estate and some high rise blocks of flats which have been decommissioned. The only exception is in Lenton Abbey where the merger has been caused by a reorganisation of the student accommodation to the south east of the estate.

The split Output Areas follow the main areas of housing development in the City. This is heavily concentrated in and around the City Centre as a result of an increase in City Centre living and in areas of purpose built student accommodation around the main university campuses. Larger residential developments in other areas of the City can also be seen such as those at the former High Pavement College and the Thomas Forman site on Hucknall Road.

The ‘other’ changes highlighted in yellow are mostly in the City Centre with the exception being an unusual OA in Bestwood. The City Centre changes are mostly due to exceptionally high levels of increase in blocks which has made it impossible to fit within the defined limits for an Output Area whilst maintaining the boundaries of the 2001 areas. Also, the City Council recommended changes so the Meadows could be identified separately from the City Centre. This has meant an increase in the total number of Output Areas in the City Centre and some boundary changes.
In total 50 of the 115 new Output Areas are in the City Centre.
Lower Super Output Areas

The total number of Lower Super Output Areas has increased by 6 to 182 in 2011. This has been the result of 162 LSOAs remaining unchanged; 2 new LSOAs as a result of mergers; 14 LSOAs being created by splits in 5 former LSOAs and; 4 new LSOAs as the result of 5 boundaries being redrawn. This means there are 20 new LSOAs in the City.
Figure 2 shows that the LSOAs which have been split reflect the main areas of building in the last ten years. These LSOAs are mostly in the City Centre with two other noticeable concentrations around the student accommodation near Jubilee Campus and the former High Pavement College. The two new LSOAs created by mergers appear to be a result of LSOAs which were previously very close to the thresholds and have now fallen below them. 

The ‘other’ changes around the Park estate are the result of a request from the City Council. This has allowed the Park estate to be identified separately from the parts of Derby Road and Ilkeston Road with adjoin it. These areas have very different characteristics and some very confusing statistics were created as a result. The new LSOAs will provide a more accurate reflection of the relevant areas. The highlighted ‘other’ area in Bestwood is the result of a small drawing error in the previous boundary set and not related to any significant change in the population.
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