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The 2011 and 2001 Censuses were broadly comparable in terms of their methodology and the questions they asked. This note looks at how the population of Nottingham City changed over the ten years between the two Censuses.
Key Points

· The City population has become more diverse due to both migration and natural change.
· The largest change in Nottingham’s population between 2001 and 2011 has been the increase in the number of university students in the City.
· There has been a large increase in households which are privately renting, with more households now renting their accommodation from the private sector than from the Council.
· The proportion of households with non-dependent children has increased probably reflecting the difficult job and housing markets facing young people.
· Car ownership has increased although the proportion of City households with a car stayed low in comparison to the national average.
· Employment levels have increased, but mostly due to increases in part time work and self employment. Changes in the retirement age for women have also led to an increase in employment rates.
· Welfare reforms which include a greater expectation on people to look for work have led to fewer people being classed as economically inactive. This has meant the unemployment rate has also increased.
· The proportion of households where no one works has fallen.
· Qualification levels amongst 16-74 year olds have improved.
Population and Migration
Age
Chart 1 shows the age structure of the City’s population in both 2011 (columns) and 2001 (line). Most age groups saw an increase in population over the period but the 20 to 24 age group saw the fastest increase and increased from 11.5% to 14.0% of the population. This was mostly driven by increases in the student population and by migration. Adjacent age groups also saw increases for similar reasons and the increase in young adults is reflected in an increase of population in the 0 to 4 age group.
Chart 1: Percentage of population by age group, 2001 and 2011.
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Two age groups saw the most significant falls in population. The decrease in the 5 to 14 age group is part of a national trend and is probably the result of natural change. However, the 65 to 79 age group has fallen in Nottingham both in absolute numbers and as a proportion of the population. This is despite the group increasing in number nationally and probably reflects past migration trends in the City.
Country of Birth
Nottingham’s population increased by 38,700 in the ten years between 2001 and 2011. Chart 2 shows the increase in population by country of birth. The UK born population of the City increased by around 5,500 people (14.1%) although it should be stressed that this group is mostly affected by births and deaths whereas the other groups broadly show net migration. The largest numeric increase was an increase of 14,000 people who were born in Asia. This is a mixture of people from countries such as India and Pakistan with a long history of migration to the UK; an increase in overseas students attending local universities (HESA
 figures suggest the number of overseas students from outside the EU increased by around 4,000 people and the likelihood is that due to Nottingham University’s campuses in China and Malaysia, a significant proportion of these students were born in Asia); and people from the Middle East.
The number of people born in Africa saw the largest percentage increase and an increase of over 8,000 people. The largest numbers of people were born in Nigeria and Zimbabwe. The number of people born in other parts of Europe also increased, by more than 10,000. The two most significant contributions to this increase were the opening up of the European Union which increased immigration from Eastern Europe and, again, the expansion of the number of overseas students at the two universities (around 1,500 more students came from other EU countries than in 2001).

Chart 2: Net population increase by country of birth.
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Ethnicity

The number of people in the White British and White Irish ethnic groups fell between 2001 and 2011 with the White British group now making up 65.4% of the City’s population compared to 81.1% in 2001. The number of people in every other ethnic group increased. The largest increase was of nearly 21,000 in the Asian ethnic groups and the largest percentage increase was in the number of people from mixed ethnic groups which increased by nearly 12,000 people, 142.1%.
Chart 3: Population by ethnic group, 2001 and 2011
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Religion
The largest change in responses to the religion question was the number of people who replied that they had no religion. This group increased by more than 40,000 people since 2001 and now make up 35% of the City’s population. Christians still make up the largest proportion of the population at 44.2% but the number of Christians has fallen by 18,700 people in the last ten years. Muslims are the next largest religious group at 8.8% of the City’s population and the number of Muslims has more than doubled since 2001. All other religious groups have seen large percentage increases since the last Census and together make up 4.4% of the population in 2011 compared to 3.1% in 2001.
Households and Housing

Communal Establishments

The number of people living in communal establishments has increased by 7,300 people since 2001. The number of people living in medical or care establishments has fallen by around 200 people over the period but the large increases in the student population have led to large increases in purpose built communal accommodation for students.
Households and household composition

The number of households in Nottingham has increased by 8.6% since 2001 to 126,131 households. The average number of people per household has risen slightly from 2.22 people per household to 2.30 in 2011. 
The main driver for the increase in household size is probably the increase in all student households which increased by nearly 50% since 2001. The number of households with non dependent children also increased at a faster rate than average (18.3%) probably reflecting the impact of the recession on the ability of young people to find work and/or affordable housing. There was also a fall of 19.6% amongst pensioner households which tend to have smaller household sizes.
These changes were mitigated by an increase of 17.9% in one person, non-pensioner households.
Tenure

Chart 4 Percentage change in households by tenure 2001 to 2011.
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Chart 4 shows how housing tenure in Nottingham has changed in the last ten years. The largest increase has been a nearly 80% increase in the number of households who rent their accommodation from a private landlord. This is in part due to the increase in student households but this doesn’t explain the whole increase. There are now more privately rented households in the City than those rented from the Local Authority. Local authority housing has fallen by 16.1% due to a mixture of losses to former tenants under Right to Buy and some decommissioning of old housing.
There has also been a noticeable increase in households renting from Registered Social Landlords such as Housing Associations which now makes up 9.0% of the City’s households. The smallest change is the slight fall in the number of owner occupied housing despite the continued loss of Local Authority housing under the Right to Buy scheme. This loss, coupled with the increase in private renting, may suggest a large part of the City’s housing market in the last ten years has been fuelled by buy-to-let. 
Car and Van availability

There were 96,284 cars in Nottingham City in 2011, an increase of 14.0% since 2001. 71,000 households have at least one car an increase of 11.1%. 3,600 households now have 3 or more cars, an increase of more than 25%. The number of households with no cars has also increased the proportion has fallen from 44.9% to 43.7% of households.
Economy and Skills
Figures are for people aged 16-74 and so shouldn’t be compared to other sources such as the Annual Population Survey which look at 16-64 year olds. It should also be noted that these figures apply to Nottingham City residents and not to people who work within the City
As with many other aspects of the Census, figures related to the Economy in Nottingham have been heavily affected by the increase in the number of students in the City. To ensure changes in the workforce are emphasised, students have been excluded from the figures unless stated otherwise.

Economic activity

71.0% of the City’s population aged 16-74 were economically active (i.e. in work or actively looking for work) in 2011 compared to 64.4% in 2001. This is a result of both increases in the proportion of people who are in work and reforms to welfare, which have meant that some people who were previously considered economically inactive are now expected to look for employment and are considered unemployed but economically active.
Employment

62.8% of City residents excluding students are in employment, compared to 58.1% in 2001. This increase has been mostly driven by large increases in the number of part time and self employed workers. The number of full time workers has increased since 2001 but they have increased at a slower rate and make up a smaller proportion of the workforce, 40.2% compared to 41.0%.

In addition, the number of full time students who also work has risen dramatically by 77.3%. This means nearly 9,700 students are working while studying full time and a further 3,600 are trying to find work while studying. This probably reflects the increased cost of living for students in particular rising tuition fees.
Unemployment
Despite an increase in employment, the proportion of people who are unemployed has also increased from 6.3% to 8.2% in 2011. The increase in both the employed and the unemployed is because large numbers of the economically inactive population have been reclassified as economically active due to welfare reforms (see below).  
Economic Inactivity

The economically inactive population are those people who are either not able or not expected to look for work. The main four reasons are: being a full time student; being retired; being long term sick or disabled or; looking after a home or family. Despite the large increases in student numbers since 2001, the proportion of the population who are economically inactive has fallen.
One of the principal reasons for this decrease has been reforms to work and welfare. The largest fall has been in the number of people looking after a home or family. A large part of this change is likely to be due to changes in Income Support for Lone Parents which reduced eligibility for the benefit and caused large numbers of people to transfer to Job Seeker’s Allowance and be counted as economically active but unemployed. Similarly, Incapacity Benefit has been replaced by Employment and Support Allowance which has a much higher expectation on claimants to look for work which may cause them to be registered as economically active in the Census.
The fall in the number of retired people aged 16-74 fits in with the lower numbers of older people and of pensioner households described above. However, the number of retired women has fallen at a faster rate than for men due to an increase in the state pension age for women.
Workless Households
48,900 households had no working adults in 2011 a fall from 44.3% in 2001 to 38.8% in 2011 despite a small increase in the number of workless households nationally. There are three main influences on this change. Firstly, there has been a fall in the number of workless households with dependent children, which implies an increase in employment amongst people with families. Secondly, the number of all pensioner households, which are most likely to be workless, has fallen. Finally, although the number of student households has increased, the number of students in employment has increased at a faster rate, meaning that student households are less likely to be workless in 2011.  
Qualifications

Chart 5: % of 16-74 year olds by highest level of qualification, 2001 and 2011.
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Chart 5 shows that qualification levels in Nottingham City have improved over the last year. The number and proportion of people with no qualifications has fallen and the largest increases have been in people with Level 3 qualifications or higher. The two main influences on this increase are likely to have been an increase in the number of university students and improved attainment from City schools. There is also an element of natural change as older age groups had the option of leaving school without taking any exams and therefore tend to have lower qualification levels than the people entering the labour market for whom GCSEs were compulsory.
Contact details

Further analysis of Census results will be made available on Nottingham Insight as more data is released throughout 2013. Our Census pages can be found here:

http://www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk/insight/key-datasets/census-2011.aspx
The next set of data is released on the 16th of May and will allow more detailed analysis of particular topics as the data will allow analysis of multiple variables such as employment rates for different age groups. As such a series of topic notes on subjects such as housing tenure, employment rates, ethnicity and students will be released over the following weeks.

If you have any specific queries about this Census data or any future releases, please contact:

Geoff Oxendale

Information and Research Officer

Nottingham City Council

Tel:
0115 8763978

Email:
geoff.oxendale@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

� Higher Education Statistics Agency 2001 and 2011.


� Qualification levels refer to the NVQ classification. Level 1 is equivalent to 1-4 GCSEs; Level 2 is 5 GCSE’s grade A* to C; Level 3 is 2 or more A Levels; and Level 4 is a degree or higher qualification.





