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Census 2011 – Housing tenure
This paper is part of a series looking at the Detailed Characteristics data from the 2011 Census. This data allows you to look at more than one characteristic of housing in the City to build up a more detailed picture of the City’s housing stock and the people who live in it. Where possible, the results of the 2011 Census will be compared to the 2001 Census to look at important changes in Nottingham City.

The report is intended to give an overview of the data in the Census and does not claim to be exhaustive such is the amount of data released by the Census. Also, this report focuses on the area covered by Nottingham City Council, but the data is available for all parts of England and Wales, including, from late summer, small areas such as ward and local communities. If you require more detail on a particular topic or geographical area or have an area of interest which is not covered in this paper, please contact us (details are provided at the end of the report).

Key Points
· Home ownership tends to increase with age while renting from the private sector decreases. Social renting, either from the Council or Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) accounts for roughly the same proportion of households in each age group.
· Changes in the housing market have caused a fall in the proportion of households owning their own home and an increase in renting from the private sector. This has affected all age groups but the largest impacts are in the younger groups.

· Two thirds of households headed by someone in the Pakistani ethnic group are owner occupied. Private renting is highest amongst groups with high proportions of students or those which have seen high levels of recent immigration

· When people are grouped by economic activity, all groups have seen a fall in home ownership since 2001. For people in employment, the unemployed and students, this has resulted in an increase in renting from the private sector. For the retired and other economically inactive people, the increase has been in renting from RSLs 
Overview

There are 126,131 households in Nottingham City. 45.7% of households are owned by the occupiers either outright (19.9%), with a mortgage or loan (25.1%), or as part of a shared ownership scheme (0.6%). 29.7% are rented from a social landlord, 20.8% renting from the City Council and 9.0% from a Registered Social Landlord. The remaining 24.6% rent their accommodation either from the private sector (21.6%) or from other sources such as friends and family, or live in accommodation which is rent free. 

Age

Chart 1 shows how tenure varies by the age of the household reference person
. Home ownership generally increases with age while the proportion of people renting from the private sector declines. Less than 1 in 5 16-34 year olds own their accommodation and more than 50% rent privately. By comparison 3 in 5 over 65s own their homes while less than 10% rent privately.

The tenure of people in the youngest age groups is affected by student households, but the overall pattern still holds with the group having by far the lowest proportion of home ownership. The proportion of people in social rented accommodation either rented from the Council or a Registered Social Landlord RSL is remarkably consistent across the age groups. The proportion renting from the Council 
Comparison to 2001 shows that home ownership has declined in all but the oldest age group. All age groups have seen a fall in households renting accommodation from the Council while renting from RSLs and the private sector has increased. The changes are more pronounced for the two younger age groups in particular the 16-34 group where ownership has fallen by more than 10% points with a similar increase in private renting.

This reflects changes in the housing market over the last ten years. Council housing stocks have declined as residents have been able to buy their homes under right to buy and Council house building has remained low. In theory this should have raised ownership levels but increased house prices, buy to let mortgages and, in recent years, difficulty in accessing mortgages, have meant that more properties have transferred to the private sector and more people rent their homes.
Chart 1: Tenure by age of household reference person.
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Household Composition.

Household composition groups people according to the relationships between people in a household. For single person households, just over 50% of single people over 65 own their own home with 27% in Council housing and 13% renting from an RSL. For single people under 65, the spread between different housing types is much more even, from 15% in RSL housing to 33% in owner occupied housing although this probably reflects the range of people covered by this category.
One family households are those with one couple living together with or without children, or a lone parent living with children, but with no one else in the household. 80% of one family households where both people are aged 65 or over, own their own house, with the majority of the rest of the group renting from either the Council (11%) or an RSL (5%). For families aged under 65, home ownership is highest amongst married couples (71%) followed by cohabiting couples (44%) and then lone parents (30%). There is a large degree of variation within these groups with ownership highest amongst families living with non-dependant children, followed by those with no children and the lowest rates amongst families with dependant children
. Over half of lone parent families rent their homes from either the Council (40%) or an RSL (11%). For cohabiting couples, around a third of those with children live in either Council or RSL rented properties, but for those with no children, only 13% live in this type of housing with 41% in privately rented housing.
Ethnicity
Housing tenure varies considerably between different ethnic groups. Of the 18 ethnic groups in the Census classification, home ownership is only above 50% in four groups: Pakistani (66%); Indian (53%); White Irish (51%) and White British (51%). The lowest levels of home ownership were amongst people in the Arab ethnic group (13.2%); Black African (13.9%) and Mixed ethnic groups (16.8%). The low levels of home ownership in the Mixed ethnic group are in part due to a high proportion of young people in this group while the low proportions in the Black African and Arab groups probably reflect high levels of recent immigration in these groups. As with other groups which have expanded due to immigration since the 2001 Census (Other White; Chinese) these groups have high proportions of households in privately rented accommodation, from 42% of Black Africans to 70% of the Arab group. The Mixed ethnic group however has higher proportions in properties rented from the Council (30%) or from RSL’s (27%).
Since 2001, most ethnic groups have seen a fall in the proportion of people who own their home or rent it from the Council. The exceptions to this have been the Black Caribbean, Bangladeshi and Pakistani groups who have all seen increases. In most cases, the main increase has been in private rented housing, in particular amongst groups which have seen high levels of immigration and/or increasing concentrations of students. The main exception has been amongst the Mixed ethnic group where falls in owned and Council rented properties have been balanced by a small increase in private renting and a much larger increase in renting from RSLs.
Economic Activity

Chart 2 Tenure by economic activity
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Home ownership is highest amongst the self employed with just over two thirds of this group owning their own home. Retired people and employees both have ownership rates of over 60% and 50% respectively. The unemployed and economically active have the highest proportions of households living in housing rented from the Council or from an RSL. More than three quarters of student households rent their property from the private sector. Although the private rented sector is smaller for the other groups, it only drops below 20% for the retired (7.2%) and the self employed (19.6%).

Again there have been significant changes since 2001. All economic groups have seen falls in the level of home ownership. For people in employment, the unemployed and students, the main increase has been in people in private rented accommodation whereas for the economically inactive and retired groups, the largest increases have been in RSL housing.

Availability of Cars and Vans
Chart 3 shows that car ownership is highest amongst owner occupied housing with more than three quarters of these households having access to a car and more than a quarter having two or more cars or vans. In the private rented sector, less than 50% of households have access to a car and in both Council and RSL rented households, the figure is less than 30%.

Since 2001, the proportion of households with cars has increased in every tenure group except the private rented sector. The largest increase has been in the proportion of households with access to 2 or more cars in the owned tenure group.
Chart 3: Cars and vans per household by tenure
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Contact details

For further enquiries about this report or other Census topics, please see our Census Pages on Nottingham Insight or contact Geoff Oxendale.

Email: 
geoff.oxendale@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Phone:
0115 8763978

http://www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk/insight/key-datasets/census-2011.aspx
� The household reference person (HRP) is usually determined by the occupation level of the household residents. Where there is no one in employment or two or more people have the same occupation level, the HRP is the oldest of these residents.


� Dependent children are any children aged 0-15 in a household or children aged 16-18 in full time education living with one or both parents.





