Smart
Nottingham
F U T U R E C I T Y S T R AT E G Y

Our story

Cities are one of humanity’s
greatest inventions. Proximity
makes people more inventive
and gives rise to specialisms to
drive up productivity. They can
also be kinder to the planet too,
as city dwellers are more likely
to use public transport, walk or
cycle. But cities are also growing.
Today they account for just eight
per cent of land in the UK while
accommodating the majority of
people, jobs and homes.

Nottingham’s energy and transport innovations have
already secured our reputation as a SMART city. In
2017 we were crowned UK’s leading Smart Energy
City in Huawei’s UK Smart City Index. Nottingham
City Council is the first local authority in the UK to set
up a not-for-profit energy company, the Council own
a district-heating network that generates affordable
energy and is one of the main reasons Nottingham is
the most energy self-sufficient city in the UK.
Nottingham is also home to one of the most integrated
public transport networks in the UK, making it one
of the easiest places in the country to get about by
public transport. We have one of the largest electric
bus fleets in Europe, an award winning tram system
and offer priority access to bicycles, electric cars and
electric buses in to the city centre.

By 2030 it is estimated that over 90% of UK
citizens will live in urban spaces and without
sustainable planning this could lead to increasing
congestion, declining health & wellbeing, and
rising rates of inequality.

Nottingham has been able to innovate at pace
and scale as a result of the vision and ownership
stake that the City Council maintains in key assets
including public transport, social housing, energy
generation networks, street furniture and business
incubators.

Cities around the world are therefore adopting
SMART ways to plan, manage and interact with
their citizens, recognising that technology has
the potential to make our lives better. Disruptive
technology has already transformed the way we
buy things, bank, hail a taxi and socialise, and it
has the potential to transform the way that cities
function too.
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A SMART city improves the lives of the people
who live and work there by maximising the
potential of new technology and integrated data.
By adopting a SMART approach cities all over
the world are achieving better outcomes with
less resources, improving
electric citizen satisfaction and
supporting local economic growth.
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As the most populated urban area in the East Midlands
region of England, Nottingham is a growing city and a
place known internationally for innovation.
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We have a young population with
50% of citizens aged 30 or under.
Over 60,000 students study at our
internationally renowned universities
(University of Nottingham and
Nottingham Trent University) while
40,000 citizens are enrolled at the
new Nottingham College which offers
state of the art learning facilities.

We are home to global companies including Boots,
Experian and Capital One as well as a vibrant community
of science, creative and digital businesses, many of
which are located in our BioCity, MediCity and Creative
Quarter business districts.
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Become a
leading UK
Smart and
Liveable City
Nottingham’s Smart City vision
will deliver the things that matter
most to our citizens, who are at
the heart of everything we do.
This means managing projected
population growth in a sustainable
way, making it seamless to move
around the city, creating cleaner
and lower-cost ways to generate
energy and to power our transport
network, ensuring our air is
clean, and improving healthy life
expectancy.

This includes:

SMART energy
Generating clean energy to reduce fuel costs and to
minimise environmental impact

SMART transport
Improving air quality by reducing congestion,
accelerating the switch to low carbon transport
modes, and promoting active travel

SMART homes
Building and retrofitting homes that are fit for the
future while adopting innovative approaches that
reduce ongoing maintenance costs

SMART health & wellbeing
Promoting independence and healthy lifestyles to
reduce health inequalities
A SMART City isn’t just about new
technology though. We will assign
value to the way technology
improves lives rather than the
hype that often surrounds it.
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Being a SMART and liveable
city will mean that the wellbeing
of our citizens and visitors
is increased as a result of
innovation.

Our SMART City programme aims to work with universities
and industry to deploy emergent technology solutions across
energy, transport, housing, and health services while exploring
the interaction between these. We want to focus on adopting
disruptive technology that improves lives as a result.
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We want to apply this mix of
creativity, innovative thinking and
visionary leadership to make life
for citizens better and to:

Our SMART priorities
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We will work with universities
and industry to embed
behavioural insights so that
SMART solutions take
account of how things
work in the real world.
We will share our city
challenges and data
OPEN & INTEGRATED DATA
that underpins them
to develop new ways
of solving them. We will
also create new channels for citizens to interact,
share ideas and co-create Nottingham’s future.
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Our future
city vision

SMART collaboration
Achieving this ambition will require collaboration and visionary leadership. By working with
academia and industry we will leverage investment in to Nottingham to create the right
environment for SMEs and entrepreneurs to innovate for the benefit of citizens.

What will success look like?
Our ultimate measure of success will be that the lives of citizens are better
because of the things we do within our SMART city programme.
Our indicators of impact will be that:
We generate more energy from sustainable sources and fuel poverty
decreases as a result
Citizens and visitors can move around Nottingham quicker and
easier and as a result traffic-related congestion decreases
Healthy life expectancy improves for citizens, meaning they
spend more of their lives in good health
Air quality falls within national guidelines.

Get involved
Email: smartnottingham@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
www.smartnottingham.co.uk

